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SECOND COAST GUARD DISTRICT — September 19 











The St. Louis Area Coast Guard 


Good Food .. . and plenty of it... 


even a wedding anniversary (RADM and 
Mrs. Caldwell). 


All in all, a nice, casual affair, except for the 
magician, LT L. R. Heller. 


(photos by SN Dona Frank) 








Meritorious Unit Commentation for Dana LORAN 





Captain Thomas C. Volkle addresses personnel of LORAN Station Dana, 


Indiana, at ceremonies honoring the station’s 99.99% transmission efficiency 
rating for 1977. For achieving 100% efficiency for ten months and a total of only 
six minutes “bad time”, personnel aboard the station during 1977 were 
awarded the Meritorious Unit Commendation. CAPT Volkle, representing the 
Commander of the Atlantic Area, presented the four members of the 1977 crew 
still stationed at Dana with their award at a ceremony held August 9, 1978. They 
are: (right to left) CWO3 William L. Dibble, ET2 Duane A. Meyer, MK3 Patrick D. 
Glenn, and ET2 Charles L. Schaaf. The ceremony was attended by local 
townspeople and families of station personnel. 


(photo by PA3 Dennis Post) 





Labor Day 








Work at Holiday Safety 








Home Repairs 


A house is probably the most sub- 
stantial investment a family will ever 
make. It is a commitment by the 
purchaser to make payments over the 
term of the mortgage loan. But the 
purchase of a house is also an invest- 
ment in living as well as in savings. If 
a house is neglected it will pay no 
“dividends” when it is sold. If a house 
is properly maintained, even im- 
proved by the owners, it will pay a 
high yield in comfort and usefulness 
for the family and in the avoidance of 
costly repair bills that may be caused 
by neglect. 

Home improvements and good 
maintenance also tend to raise neigh- 
borhood standards and, as a result, 
the property value of the area. 

Today’s “do-it-yourself” boom has 
permitted many homeowners to be- 
come parttime carpenters, plumbers, 
and electricians in the improvement 


or maintenance of the houses they 
live in. Many manufacturers of home 
improvement material provide com- 
plete and extensive information for 
“do-it-yourselfers.” 

Obviously, there are words of cau- 
tion which must be stated and fol- 
lowed — 

a) every “do-it-yourself”? homeowner 
must make certain that the safety 
standards outlined in local and county 
electrical, plumbing, and construction 
codes are followed. In most instances, 
if extensive home improvement plans 
are made, the local governmental 
division will require that a permit be 
obtained and that the required in- 
spections be made at the various 
stages of construction. If a contractor 
is hired to do a job, that individual will 
normally apply for all the required 
permits and make certain that the 
required inspections are made; and b) 
safety in the work area is of the utmost 


Legal Advice Available 


Thinking about writing a will; or 
having trouble understanding the 
terms of a lease? Think it might be 
time to see a lawyer? Have we got a 
deal for you: free legal advice is 
available every Tuesday evening 
from 6:30-8:30 at the 2nd District legal 
office in St. Louis. 

The legal advice comes from mem- 
bers of the Army Reserve 118th and 
129th Judge Advocate General De- 
tachments. You can make an ap- 
pointment to see one of the eight 
lawyers participating in the program 
by calling the District legal office at 
314-425-4624 or FTS 279-4624. If you 
live too far away to make a personal 
visit practical, you may be able to 
receive legal advice by telephone. Call 
the legal office during the working 
day and you will be given atime to call 
on the next Tuesday evening. A 
District instruction encouraging 
commands to make FTS lines avail- 
able for these calls is forthcoming. 

This program began last May. The 
2nd District has only three lawyers 
assigned, so the help of the Army 
Reserve lawyers makes more services 
available to more people than would 
otherwise be possible. 

There are limits on the legal serv- 
ices available. The free legal service is 
restricted to active duty and retired 
Coast Guardsmen and their depen- 
dents. The lawyers can give advice 
and write wills, but they cannot 
appear in court. If you aren’t sure 
what to do about a legal problem, call 
and ask. It doesn’t cost a thing. 





importance. Many of the power tools 
which will be used in a construction 
project can be dangerous not only to 
the user but also to others who have 
access to the area, namely children or 
others unaware of the danger. In 
addition, when work is underway the 
required safety equipment — protec- 
tive eyeshields, dust masks, and 
safety helmets — must be worn. 

As arule, it pays not to skimp on the 

materials purchased for any type of 
home improvement job. If paint is 
purchased it should be of the highest 
quality affordable; electrical wire and 
other components should be large 
enough to bear the load foreseeable in 
the future; wood used in framing or 
other construction should be good 
quality. 
(This article was excerpted from “De- 
fense Information” Guidance Series. 
This is the first of several articles on 
Home Repairs.) 





INSIDE THE LAW — 
Babysitters 


By: 
Lt. David Innis 
District Legal Staff 


Parents who leave their children 
with baby-sitters for more than 
short periods of time should consider 
the availability of medical careif the 
need arises. 

Most hospitals and physicians will 
treat a child whose life is in danger, 
but without parental consent, many 
will not treat a child whose life is not 
endangered, evenifthereisa 
genuine medical emergency. Some 
states have laws prohibiting 
treatment of minors without the 
consent of the child’s parent or legal 
guardian. 

For this reason, it is wise for the 
parents who are leaving their 
children in the custody of someone 
else — even grandparents or other 
relatives to prepare in advancea 
“consent to medical treatment” 
form for the child. 

Hospitals and doctors’ offices may 
have forms available which they will 
accept. If you are planning to leave 
your children with a sitter, you 
should check with the hospital or 
doctor where the child would 
normally be taken. Also, the district 
legal office has prepared a form 
which may suffice. You may pick one 
up or write for copies at any time. 
You should then show it to your 
doctor in advance to see whether he 
would accept it. 
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Hispanic Heritage Week 
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Mrs. Haniny Hillsberg, Hispanic Employment Program Coordinator for the 2nd Coast 
Guard District (standing 3rd from the left), poses with other members of the Hispanic 
Employment Coordinators Council and St. Louis Mayor James Conway, after the 
mayor signed a proclamation making September 10-16, 1978, Hispanic Heritage Week 
in St. Louis. President Carter has also signed a proclamation designating that week for 
a national observance to recognize the contributions of Hispanics to American society. 
This observance was authorized by Congress in September 1969. 


Radm Venzke 
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RADM N. C. Venzke (center) talks with CDR A. E. Tanos and CAPT G. F. 
Young during a visit to CG Base St. Louis, July 19. RADM Venzke visited 
various units in the Second District during his recent trip. 

(Photo by SN Dona Frank) 





August Promotions 


Congratulations to the following personnel who were promoted 
on 1 August 1978: 


CHSCLK?? 


In the last issue of River Currents we asked the question 
“What is a CHSCLK?” We were informed by several sources 
that CHSCLK stands for Chief Ship’s Clerk, which was the 


forerunner of the warrant speciality, Personnel Adminis- 


BMC C. D. Harmon Group Ohio River 


trator. 
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Guide Shows 
Strategies to 
Consumers 


If you’re concerned about 
high prices for necessities, 
defective products, poor 
service and broken prom- 
ises from merchants, you 
should send for a new Fed- 
eral publication that tells 
how to deal with these 
problems. 

The booklet, A Guide to 
Consumer Action, discusses 
options open to consumers 
for solving problems, suc- 
cessful strategies, and 


sources of help, and offers 
suggestions from consumer 
leaders. 

It also has examples and 
case studies of consumers 
who took problems to local 
government consumer 
agencies and third party 
arbitrators, and became ac- 
tive in solving consumer 
grievances, and organized 
other consumers. 

For your free copy of A 
Guide to Consumer action, 
send a postcard to the Con- 
sumer Information Center, 
Dept. 686F, Pueblo, Colo. 
81009. 


AT1 C. L. Lee 

BM1 M. D. Gonzalaus 
DC3 D. R. Wosick 
MK2 A. D. Gillie 


Recruiting Station Memphis 
Base St. Louis 

OMEGA Station LaMoure 
MSO Nashville 


Commandant’s Visit 


Admiral John B. Hayes, Commandant of the Coast 
Guard, will be visiting the Second District September 19 
to 22. He is scheduled to visit St. Louis, MO, Sept. 19-21; 
Memphis, TN, Sept. 21; Louisville, KY, Sept. 21-22; and 
Cincinnati, OH, Sept. 22. 


CAPT. B. G. Burns receives the Meritorious Service 
Medal for his outstanding accomplishments as Chief of 
the 2nd District Marine Safety Division. Presenting the 
award is RADM Caldwell, District Commander, while 
Mrs. Burns looks on. 





DISTRICT COMMANDER 
RADM Wayne E. Caldwell 
Chief of Staff 
CAPT J. W. Leadbetter 
Public Affairs Officer 
LTJG Louis M. Farrell 
Editor 
PA1i Roy Compton 
Staff 
PAC Donald G. Wood 
PA3 Dennis Post 
SN Dona R. Frank 


An unofficial publication, RIVER CUR- 
RENTS is published under the direction of 
the Public Affairs Office. 

News, feature stories and photographs are 
solicited from all Coast Guard personnel. 
Material will be published on a space availa- 
ble, news significance basis and by-lines may 
be given, if requested. 
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